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The Jiavs Covmpeiem:






1 Corinthians 1B – We Are Equipped
Have Kids Open Bibles and Read along or have them read the areas of scripture.

Memory Verse: He made you Holy by means of Christ Jesus, just as he did for all people everywhere that call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ  (1 Corinthians 1:2b)

Theme:
God equips us to be strong!
Scripture:
1 Corinthians 1:7-9, Ephesians 1:3-8, Ephesians 6:13-18
Connect:
LIST TIME:

Have kids read Ephesians 6:13-18 again and then have them list the armor that God uses to equip us to be strong.


- Belt of Truth (helps us decide right from wrong)


- Breastplate of Righteousness (living holy lives protects us from evil)

- Shoes of the Gospel of Peace (we have peace knowing God is with us)


- Shield of Faith (trusting in God protects us from temptation)


- Helmet of Salvation (protecting Christian’s from doubts)


- Sword of the Spirit (God’s word used to battle against sin & satan)


Talk about a time when God equipped you for a specific time in your life.
Object Lesson:  The Armor of God
The Object – Pieces of armor & a sword, armor notes. NOTE: Make sure these pieces are not accessible to the kids before this time.  Even a fake sword in the hands of a kid can cause some damage...or end up broken.
The Lesson: - Invite a volunteer to the front of the class.  Begin talking again about the armor of God.  Discuss how if they went into battle like this (without the armor) they would not make it far.  Then begin handing armor to child and have them put it on while explaining the purpose of each of the pieces, both their physical function and their spiritual function. (use armor notes)
Make this a fun time as a way to help the kids remember each piece of the armor.

ARMOR OF GOD
PF = Physical Function

SF = Spiritual Function

BELT OF TRUTH

PF - The soldier wore a tunic of loose-fitting cloth.  Since ancient combat was largely hand-to-hand, a loose tunic was a potential problem and danger.  A belt was necessary to cinch up the loosely hanging material.

SF – Girding up was a matter of pulling in all the loose ends as a preparation for battle.  .  The belt that pulls all the spiritual loose ends in is “truth” or “truthfulness”.  Everything that hinders our walk with Jesus is tucked away.

BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

PF – The breastplate was usually a tough, sleeveless piece of leather or heavy material with animal horn or hoof pieces sewn on protecting the heart and other vital organs.

SF – As believers we are given the righteousness of Christ and then desire to live righteous lives because of what Jesus has done.  When we live holy lives we do not suffer the consequences of  a life of sin.
SHOES OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE

PF – Roman soldiers wore boots with nails in them to grip the ground in combat to help hold them steady when fighting.

SF – The gospel of peace pertains to the goods news that through Jesus, believers can have peace with God and He is on their side.  It is the confidence in that fact that helps us to stand firm knowing God is with us.

SHIELD OF FAITH

PF – This was a large shield that would protect the entire body of a Roman soldier.
SF – The faith spoken of in this image is a trust in God and His word.  When we truly believe the words of God we will not be swayed by temptation or trials when they come.
HELMET OF SALVATION

PF – The helmet played a key role because it protected the head from injury.

SF – As Christians we battle many times in our minds.  Satan seeks to destroy a believers assurance of salvation by causing us to doubt and question God and our salvation.  While our salvation cannot be lost, the enemy desires to make us think this at times.

SWORD OF THE SPIRIT

PF – The sword was a soldier’s primary offensive weapon.

SF – The sword of the Spirit is the word of God and is our most powerful weapon.  In scripture we see the word of God used both defensively (to fend off Satan’s attacks) and offensively (to destroy enemy’s strategy).  We must know God’s word in order to use it correctly.  
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